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Local television show serious about local talent

By Tonya Penclaton
Ticune ot

Other than the sound of Yeronica
Underwood's voice, evervihing
was quigt inside the small New
York Cafe Theatre at 500 Arm-
strong 5. in Mosth Phalada]phia,

The sudicoce of 30 yoang adulis
whao came 10 one of the first thow-
ings of Frank Bey's taleol competi-
tion sal om the edge of their seats
They were in a lrapoe 23 Under-
wiood ang her wong.

And afier Underwood finished
her mendition of Chaks Khan's
““Ain’t Nobody,"" the coowd of pa-
Irend pumped 8o their Feet, applawse

drowned out ke [ew latt words 10
her song and the whispering snd
challering began.

1 weas surprised,”’ . . .**This is
going to be good,”™. . 'Who's up
nexi?™” dominated the notte.

It sppeared the sudience in the
small, poarly lit thealer' wns sur-
prised o se¢ such falent come oul
of 3 (edphing production company,

But finding the kind of talent that
talent scouts have averlooked is ex-
actly what the producers, Frank
Bey and Rodney Soith, aim o do.

*“The idea started here about two
years ago,'" said Bey. "'l was the
talent coordinator for the City of
Philadelphia for Amatcur Night at

the ,r\.;;cﬂ.'u e e W wire I!:I.'l:in; 2C0E
back and forth 1o the Apallo every
Wednesday and [ had a 12-year-
ald yourng lady named Aretha . .
Ahe wag raw wlent, she was vory
good and | ook ker up and she got
booed and she collapsed in my
arms. And ofter that, | realized that
we needed a different type of vehi-
¢l b give exposure to tilent in
Philadelphia.""

“Get Ik On® " was bom out of thai
expericnce. The falent show is
taped live every Wednesday eve-
ning. I is mow a one-hour program
on Channcl 7, airing oo Frday
nights from 12:30-1:30 A.M.
Tudees from the music indusiry as

well as local celebntic s evaleste the
talent in front of 2 *'live"" audience,

In pddition 1o ke 1alent segment,
one portion of the show will edu-
cale aspiring anists about the music
bosiness and another will showcass
Black music history.

The informational uspect of Lhe
show is an isportant one. Bey ixa
prolessional dramemer who played
with groops like the Delfonics and
sxw firsthand how artiste are taken
advantage of.

He talks about having hit necords
bt seeing no royalties, of whole
groups sharing one hodel room and
of having fo argue (or payment af-
ter & peiformance.

Local talent comes to TV

(Coatinnsd frem Page 30

Some of the acts include girl
sanging proupt, male o capella
Eroups, damcers, a0, comadians
Bzl Bey's spocialty i o find
unigue talent, the kind 1hat raiges
eyebrows and causes whitpers.

Such was the cxte dunmg ome

iaping when Tynine Ragsdale,

o/kfa rapper Urand Hank, took the

stage and started mpping (o the

l.cmwd.lhoul educalion.

Ragedale, 26, of southwest Phila-
delphia, has a bachelor's dégree in
chemistry and works at onc of the
leading pharmaceutical fisma in the
FhilsdeIphia aren.

Finding him on siage with 3 coew
2nd 2 “"baom®" box i cxectly whal
teen-agers woalda't expect

And, he says, that's exacily why
he does it.

“*Most children look at edecation
1 somciking for mends,”” b said
following his act. *'l have a com-
mitment o youth."*

It"s acts like Grand Hank that
Bey 1od his staflfers bope will bring
fame to the company. His goals for
the show and the company ane
clear.

*'Basically 1o give (talent) the
expoture and also alirsct| people
from the mosic indusiry down io
see bhow lalented Philadelphia is."'
£3id Bey.

**I think Philadelphia it one of
the rickest citics in Amcrica in
terms of talent (but) with po aves
nues.'

**Philadelphis (had) this reputa-
tien that you had to leave Philadel-
phia and go o New York or LA to
stadl to make i, $3id Smith

“*As (Bey) mentiontd he was do-
ing that for two years, taking our
tzhent somewhere clie just so they
could make o, That wat our main
abjective — just to keep the talent
hare 3o they could realize that if
they go on *'Get [t On'" people can
s2¢ them, they can gel some expo-
surc in their own cily and pol have
b g0 fdmewhers clse. "

Audition: gre held on Mon-
days frem 5-8 P.M. ot Amol
Recreation Center of 14M
and Berks siraals.

“Arties frving 10 gat i ikis
business should really uwnderstand
this is a very (nicky business,”” Bey
explained.

“They should understand con-
trects ard percentages, mechanical
rovzltics, publishing rights, so they
know what their rnghts are,”

Theee winners are panounced al
the end of the show. Those winners
retum the nexi week o compeis
2gainst five pew conbeslants,

This continues until an ¢ventual
sguanre-ofl""  oontedl  delermineg
six semi-final winners who wall
compete in & grand Oinale for naove
than 55000 im cash and prizes

(Contimwed ta Fage 1100



