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Science can be fun. That’s what
the students at A B Day
Elementary  School in  East
Mount Airy learned during the
month af April,

Fresh off of a science fair com-
petition, students were treated
with 4 science assembly featuring
Crrand Hank and were selected to
have the Fattah Learning Lab on
site during the weck of April 18,

If vou drove by the school
recently and noticed a 40-foot
bus parked on the grounds, there
you could have witnessed cut-
ting-cdge scicnce.

The Chaka Fattah Laeammg Lab
is a bus that was converted into a
stafe-pf-the-art mobile science
lab, traveling to public elemen-
tary schools in Fhiladelphia,

This lab is equipped with sci-
ence equipment, tables, and
stools for smdent comifort and
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To kick off the celebration of
the science lab, Grand Hank's
assembly provided the students
with learning and entertainment.
“The kick-off was awesome,”
said Principal Karen Dean.

“Uirand Hank had total audience

participation. The children were
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captivated and their interest in §

science piqued even more, Grand [

Continued on page 2
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LEARNING FUNM..
Grand Hank,
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.Tyraine Ragsdale (left), a.k.a.
presented a sciemee assembly to A, B.
Day Elementary students last week. He Is pictured
here addressing stedents on the Chaka Fattab Learn-
ing Lab, 2 bus that travels to differeat schoals.
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by  stience
ene Coyne, the
sorenee fair was the culmi-
nation of six weeks of hard
wark, a lot of which was
at kome, requinng
parenisl involvement,

ANl fifth graders were
requared to produce a proj-
from start to fimish
Teachers i other grades
could submit a elass proj-
Students were given
certificates and honorable
ribbans  at
aszembly prior to Grand
Hank's appearance,

According o Dean,
“Families were provided
widelines and
or projecls at a
February Home & School
meehng by
Airectly umpacting our stu-
icnt participation. We had
AmEroUs CRIcKes on & var-
Sradents
came up with bypotheses,
ressarch,
inguiries, conducted exper-
uments, and drew conclu-
siong. Participation ranged
rom kinderganzn to fifth
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Grand Hank agam held
court Mopday aftermoon i
the Fattah [eaming Lab as
guest amstructor Twraine
Ragsdale, ala.  Crand
Hani, 1z a former research
chermust, His goal s 1o :-_‘1
students intercited in 5o
cnce by integrating hi Pt b rp
info the tﬁal,hn; of s
Ence

Te Grand Hank's credit,
he has written a chaldren’s
lah took and breught his
progran 1o sehaols aeross
the country. He = probably
best known for hes cable
television show, “The Sci-
ence Lab of Grand Hank ™
He also has 1 science-
themed call-in radio show
on Power 39 with the Hot

E-D;r'h
Once students boarded
the bhus, they viewed the

safety video before stariing
any experiments.  This
video is viewed by all stw-
dents at the btgnmi.ng of
each lesson and stresses the
imporiance of being safe,
while still baving a fun and
¢njoyable expenence.
Grand Hank conducted a
lesson on polymers by
“making slime™ with water
and comstarch The stu-
dents cojoved the hands-on

lessam and werz able to
make practical application

o whal they nad leamed
“The science ab has a
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ulate the kids, ingluding

chéemisiry, math, 111::1 i
gy.” ohierved Learnsng
Lib reacher Erica Jamcs,
who sterted out 10 becoms
v doctor but switched to
;n;.':q‘thi!l*:-: Thrgs Vears ago, "'
enjoy 0 and wouldn't trade
i,” she said of her cwment
GAMCET.

Dzt last week ghe and the
Learning Lab's bus driver,
Troy Sawyer, received a
package of [etters from stu-
dents at the Bryant School
thanking them for bringing
the bus to their school.

Sawyer 15 an imﬂf‘a
of the Leaming Lab and is
part driver and part care-
taker. He “e¢njoys seeing
the children come on the
bBus with enthusiasm, They
enjoy the lesson s0 much
that they want to stay on.”
Sawyer sees the bus as a
“good tool 1o inspire the
minds of the children to
encoursge them to think
aboul science.”

Carrying that theme a lit-
tle further, Science Lab
Project Director Sharlene

Students have fun with science...

Roberson 15 hopeful tha
the Science Lab  wall
engourage students’ inter.
e51 10 careers in science and
technology. “The impetus
for the Sciepce Lab is t¢
provide underrepresented
groups 2 fun hands-on s
ence expenence,” she sand

“The Learning Lab fur-
ther validates what we are
weaching in our scienc:
classes,” added Principa
Dean. "Science 15 real ang
affects our everyday lives
The children are experienc
ing this as they engage i
lab work."”

Ribbons and certificate:
were presented 1o the fol
lowing  students  whe
received Honorable Men
tion in the Science Fa
competition: Dylan Brown
Jasmine Frisby, Brandot
Kersey, Courmi Matthews
Andrew  Purmnell, am
Kareem Whilchead.

For more information o
the Chaka Fatiah Learning
Lab, call 2t5-472-2300
Grand Hank may be can
tacted at 215-724-5260, bn
email i
GrandHanki@aol.com, o
by visiting www.grand
hank.com.



