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Coed With Laser Vision
Josiane Wolff, an electrical en-
gineering/physics major at Duke
University, is a budding laser re-
searcher who is mastering the
challenges that come with entering
areas where few African Amernicans

or women have embarked. Break- |

ing tradition can be lonely some-
times, says Wolff, who is philo-
sophical about dealing with discrimi-
nalion. “If's pervasive, but you have
lo rise above k. I'm the only Black
woman who is working around the
physics building now. And in my
[electrical] engineering class, | think |
am the only Black woman,” she
says. “But | kove the challenge of
slapping the world in the face, of tak-
ing them up on their dare: "1 dare you
lo be an engneer. | dare you to be
a double major,™

Wolff, an A.B. Duke scholar, is
currently invelved in an Indepen-
dent study project, working on a
laser diode system under the su-
pervision of Daniel Gauthier, assis-
lant professor of physics. Laser di-
odes are devices that convert elec-
Iric currents inlo light that is then
ampified by a laser. Afler graduation,
Wolff plans 1o pursue a PhD in
electro-oplics with the aid of her
GEM Fellowship. As part of the fe-
lowship, she wil begn an intemship
with Coming, Inc. this summer.

New Summer Teacher

Program

A $4 milion Summer Teacher
Enhancement Program will retrain
800 teachers each year in math,
sciarce, and techrology throuch
work with professional scientists
and engineers in 16 federal labo-
ralories and facilities, the While
House announced recently, Edu-
cation specialists will also help the
leachers in Ihe use of new cur-
riculum and teaching aids. The
four-week program is funded
lhrough the Department of Energy.

Hip-Hop Chemist
Chemist Tyraine Ragsdale,
ak.a. Grand Hank, is using one of

Combining the September 27
and October 11, 1993 issues

his special talenis to teach urban
teenagers about the importance of

science and education, reports the |

March 1993 issue of About . .
Time magazine.

maceutical Research Institute in
New Brunswick, New Jersey, is a

rapper--former member of West |

Philadelphia’s Grand Master Hank
and the Punk Funk Nation, now
the leader of Grand Hank Produc-
tions, Inc. and creator of the Edu-
cation Rap Lecture.

Drawing upon his experience as
a teenage DJ, Ragsdale combines
rap, lecture, and audience interac-
tion to gel his message across.

He has performed in schools, on |
radio sltations, in |

television and
concerts throughout Philadelphia,
New Jersey, and Delaware, and at
conventions, Ragsdale's rap lec-
ture circult is coordinated by Grand
Hank Productions, a 19-member
group of accountants, attorneys,
and marketing and technical per-
sonnel that he founded in 1989,

At R.W.J. Pharmaceutical Re-
search Institute, a Johnson &
Johnson company, Ragsdale iso-
lates and purifies novel com-
pounds for the manufacture of
new drugs. He has a degree in
chemislry from the University of
Pittsburgh.

For more information about
Grand Hank Produclions and ils
“Education of a Nation Tour," con-
tact Grand Hank Productions,
1821 South 58th Street, Philadel-

phia, PA 19143; (215) 724-5260. |
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Congratulations to the winners of
US Black Engineer's 1993 Black
Engineer of the Year Awards.
This year, NTA member and paslt
president Lamy King was on the
selection commitee. The winners are:

Black Engineer of the Year: Dr.

James W. Mitchell, head, Analyti- |
cal Chemistry Research Depart-
menl, AT&T Bell Laboralories, |

Murray Hill, New Jersey.

Ragsdale, al
chromatographer at RW.J. Phar- !
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