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“"The Science of Philadelphia™
premiered on Comcast this month

By Gloria Blakely

Hast Grand Hank (scientist
Tyraine Ragsdale} and co-host
Ambri Hook exiended dheir live
science television program to
Comecast Network cable sub-
scribers on Ocober 1. For several
yeears, the two have produced “The
Science of Philadelphia” for upper-
danentary and middk school stu-
dents wsing a2 dosed TV broadest-
ing system to Philly schools. Now
Grand Hank demonstrates that
"anybody can be a scientist” to
approximately 450,000 house-

holds weekly:

The £1.TII1.‘1IiI'I:._', halRhour show-

onginates live ar 10:30 am. each
Thursday with cable rebroadcasts
at 5:30 pm. and 8:30 pm. The
program is a model of how to
make sciénee interesting by “keep-
ing it real and innovatve.” With
the addition of a curriculum
designed by Ambra Hooks to
meet the natonal science standard
of education, young viewers find
both enterainment and substance.
The conceprt for the show
evolved from I}'nmc Ragsdale’s
early efforts to give back to his
native community. Having grown
up in the Mill Creek housing pro-
jecr in West Philadelphia, a chal-
lenging childhood environment
fucled his interest in education. He
ephined, "I saw fist-hand how |
didn’t want to I aind saw people
around the neighiborhood who
were living better than we.” He set
agoal foran impr . lifestyle, and
his parents showeu him education
was the key 1o that desired objec-
himsdf cither a "nerd” or a person
of "high intelligence.” This average
guy simply adopred the strategy 1o
become highly educated. Then he
worked hard to build the mind of
a chemist while matriculating at
the Univessity of Prsburgh.
When Ragsdale was asked to
speak 1o a group at the Franklin
Institute, he jumped at the oppor-

GRAND HANK AND AMBFEA HOOK st Ive

sciene show new to the Comcast Neoworls .

tunity to share his joy of scence
with area youngsters. Not wanting
to bore the kids into a stupor, he
drew upon his

former experience as a D] and inte-
grated rap music to hold their
attention. The enthusiasm seen in
those children’s eyes set Ragsdale
on the path of motivational speak-
ing and later science demonstra-
tions to young minds. Through
words, science and rap music,
Grand Hank is living proof for
today's children that you can be
"successful and legit” at the same
ame.

As demand mounted for his
road shows targeting school sys-
tems, at-risk youths, juvenile justice
commissions and private schools,
Ragsdale left a cushy research sai-

ence job ar Johnson & Johnson in _
1994 to devote himsdf to working §

as Grand Hank.

While audiences will not hear &
Science of &

Philadelphia” TV program, the

"The

rap on

region can look forward to
Ragsdale tuming up the volume in
a new, 12-week "Science Lab of
Grand Hank" cable serics, toairon
Wednesdays beginning February
6, 2002 at 2:00 pm. Check your
hocal listings for rebroadcast times.

According to Grand

Hank, "This high

CIETEY PROgrum o

bines hip-hop music

with hands-on lab
demonstrations to get

students fired up about science.
The show will mirror his liye tours
for high school students, which
feature his original rap songs abou

Black scientists, African inventions,

becoming a scientist, and the three

key motivators to education = par-
ents, teachers and emvironment. A
stream of guest MC's and D)'s wall
add to the fun with other positive
songs. Grand Hank boasts this
laboratory show will be “off the
hook" as well as meet national sa-
ence standards for high school stu-

dents.

With or without rap music,
Raggsdale also offers educarors both
casy-to-use durable kies and profes-
sional development workshops

packed with the tools neoded to

get kids excited abour science.
Under the banner of Grand Hank
Productions Incorporated, found-
ed in 1990, this thiny-something
bachdor has bocome a mudtimedia

enterprise with the mission of

encouraging more students, partic-
ularly minoritics, into a scientific
carcer. Addicionally approaching
this mission from many
angles, student intems are
hired through Southwest
Community
Center to work at his com-
pany for an opportunity-
filled six weeks cach sum-
e

For more information
about his full array of sci-
ence products and pro-
grams including "Science
Lab of Grand Hank"
videos and an upcoming
book of experiments, visit
www.grandhank.com, cmuil
GrandHank@aol.com or call
215.724.5260.
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