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Rapper uses music to spar
students’ interest'in science

8y Denise Lavole
ssooited Press
FAIRFIELD — Tn the laboratory,
Torains Bagstale 164 mild-mannered
tésensch chien
Buton stage, e s “Crand Hank. ¢ ip

{foser who Uses rap music 10 teach Ki

ienc
Ihe force ihat drives stadents away

m science i ' think scien-
s e normal penp ale said
YeSterday after p u

middle School students from Bridgeport
SBit when they see me, they say, ‘Hey,
0y 35 cooll Maybe I can give science.

ay.

Ragsdale, 29, began rapping his science
messige (o children about five vears ago
after landing a job as a research chemist
it the RW. Jobnson Phamicedtcsl

Research Instute in Spring P
diyision of Johnson & John

He h: © Eradusted from the
of Pittsburgh with 2 bachelor’s
chemistry and wanted to con
knowledge of science with his
ove ot music

J had worked as a disc jockey )
itough high school and c
undmmnd i s - powe

‘ghicle — in terms of the way it reaches
dlldm\. e said.

ap music i what all students love,

and 1 thought, why notuse this as a 100l 10

mote educition?

In his hour-long concert at Sacred Heart
University. Ragsdale used rap music with
his own fyrics to pmk et educa-
{fén, particularly sc bject he

scknowicdged s ot always the most pop-
lar among students

‘Anybody can be — a sci-en-tist,” he
epeatcd over and over again in the only
Iytics o a song aimed at getiing Students
ihink bout being seientists.

Bt fust ke a (i needs s teack to
ou nee . Setool
can do for you. " he
ey b
is own life.
He devoted another song 1o African
American inventors and scientists, rap-
ing out the names, discoverie
inventions of pecple Iike Gartett Morgan
ight) and Charles Drew

ol ed

(blood pla

e Studenis: who Were busedlo Shere
Heart from three middle schools in

eport, seemed (o enjoy the music

and understand the message.

“The message i, if you want {0 be
somebody: you e {0 do yourbesty” sid

an Forerd, an $(n grade ai Winihrop
Vile Schon

Ragsdale’s appearance was sponsored
by Research! Ametica, a nonprofit mem-
bership group that promotes medic
rescarch, an ecticut United for
Research Excellence, & biomedical

advocscy orgaization

iEat the very Ieast, we could imparc

e ided that science 't hom\g i
would be the result we're looking for.”
suid Stephen Tyson,the New York coord-

or for Research! America, based in

cicace is ot Boring. it exciting
That's the message.” Tyson said.
RagedalElinto Tas petormeditan mote

than 100,000 students at schools slong
the East Coast, said he plans o leave his
job as a chemist at R.W. Johnson to

bring his science program to schaols full
time

“The goal is to increase the enroliment
of students and. se them 1o medi-
cine and science,” he said. *I’ a tremen-
dous pleasure in seeing students become
interested, motivated and tumed on to
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Research chemst and rapper Tysine Grand Hank Ragsdale woars 2 soquinod la
coat as he performs at Sacred Heart University In Falrfeld yesterday before about

600 middle school s tudente, Ragedale uses rap muslc 1o taach KIds about selonce




