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An age-old discipline gels a new dge treatment. 5. They both end vup looking cool

Who gives a rap about science? Well, Tyraine
Rapedale does, and vou can take that lterally.

There's a simple explanation. Tyraine
Ragzdale is a rapper — a very special kind of
rapper. He travels from school (o school using
rap as a beaching ool and the rapper image
a% & positive role model. His mission: to turn
kicls on to education, science, self-respect and
Blaclk history,

That saws a lot, but there's more, To gel
the full pieture, vou should know that Rages-
dale — ak.a, Grand Hank, when he's on stage
= has a degres in chemistry firom the Univer-
sitv of Pittsburgh and is 4 former research
chemisl for Robert Wood Johmzon Pharma-
eoutical Researeh Institute in Springhouse,
Pennsylvania

Why use rap to send a message to kids?
Because, says Ragsdale, today’s kids “eat,
drink and sleep rap. They love vap. It's their
voiee, bhe way they communicate.”

Ragsdale makes it clear that he's talking
about all kids, not just minority kids, He
firmly believes that rap musie anscends all
eultures, Il the behavior of hiz audiences is
any indieation, he's probably right. When
Grand Hanlk raps, “If you're hyped about
school, gay ‘I'm hyped!’™ the audience
explodes, and that ineludes everyone,

To be zure, many of the 25-vear-old rap-
per's lyvrics are directed woward minority stu-
dents. Take his rap about Afvican American
mventors, for instance.

“One key to the song is that childven, espe-
clally minority children, can begin wo associate
themzelves with African American inventors
from the past,” he says. “There's & hig barvier
thal most minority ehildren have. They
believe they can't do seignce heeanse they
don't see a lot of Black scientists avound.

“Bul when they find out that Charles
Uirews didd this or Elijah MeCoy did that, then
they say, “Wow, that's cool’” And they begin to
nink = and not only think, but believe - they

Audience participation is on fwgaetant pmit of e Bducotional Kog Leclor
Heve, fraior rappers diwee whiale G Honde (G wleile o) does his thing,

can achieve the abstract level of thinking
that's involved in the seientific process,”

Ragzdale believes that his messape iz
stronger because he is a scientist. “It's differ-
ent when you have someone who is actually in
the seientific field saying, ‘Listen, [ practice
seience. This is the lowdown about. seienee.™

Ragsdale started his performing career
spinning records as a high school degjay. In
college, he capitalized on his performing skills
and launched Grand Hank Produclions, a
Philadelphiz company that oversees his Fdu-
cational Hap Lecture appearances,

So far, the schools he has visited have been
moztly in the Northeast, but he hopes to
branch out nationally in the near future. You
can reach him care of Grand Hank Produc-
tions, [ne., PAOL Box 23458, Philadelphia, PA
19143; (215) T24-5260).

IHow suecessiul is Hagsdale? Well, he esti-
mates that so far he's reached over LOOON0
people. Even if only half of thern are children
and he convinees only one in 100 kids that sci-
ence is worth pursuing as a carcer, he's still
zet the stage for over H00 potential scientists,
Chances are, his batting average iz higher
than that. A lot higher.
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Woand sore samplis of 1
i la Grand Hank? You'll
firud portions of his [yres
ACCOT AT o of
the features in this issae.
They appear in the outer
margin of the page, and
they look just like this.

Sorty we couldn't supply
the music, but you may
ot needd it LT vou're anda
mikise wilh rap, Ly
pucting the words on st
Lorward and imagining a
steady, sharp beat in the
Baekgronnid. The vhvthm:
will jusl fall into plage.,



