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write 4 hit seng for his favorite pop idol Rus
Calvin, whose star i3 somewhat on the wane.
s short won a whoo! award and garoered
o studcnt Uwcar nonunation, wiich was
prodaldy well-teserved for great execution
ol standard student-film dazzsle (long track-
ing shots, impressive moody lighting, quick
edit momdage, ctc.). However, it aullers from
peing extremely dated (hig haic ‘$0s) and
sparrting a tortured phot with little character
development, Fven the primary message
abvouit self-conflidence s semewhal puried
under e filmmakers” apparent excitement
aboul gelting o fire 2 real gun 1o “a rousing
rock seore.” Mol reconumended. Aud: [T
(E. Criesoiwn)
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[he Educationol Rap Leclure % 42
{1971 60 e, B24.95, Grand Hiand: Prodas fess.
FER ki conper

Grand Hank, an African-American chem-
ist and rapper, stresses the imporlance of
cducation te childeen and ther parents. The
mgssage i positive and ino pun intended)
upbreat, poloting oul that being educated 15
tive best way for African-Americans 4o assert
Lhrele power in Amerlcan sockety, The video
leatures several raps, some spoken as soript,
semie perlonmed with taped beat to an audi-
ence, In one, Hank iovites elementary
school childeen to come oul of the audience
to identify African-American scientists. He
abso includes a review of the eight pants of
ypeech—an  important  toplc—nDut  simply
idun!if}fir‘.g “sutject,” Tverh,” and T predi-
cale’ an terms cannot substitute for aciually
teaching students grammar, The video has
some amaleurish aspects: the entire fiest rap
Is taped from just a few rows short of the
slage, so the people constantly moving
around back and forth in frent of the stage
amd aisle all but obliterate ank. In addition,
thee sound quality isn't (he nighest, and
tigltter editing of the performance segments
would have been welcome, An optional pur-
chase for elementary and middle schools,
Alva available: The Sciersce of Gramd Flenk
(video, $24.95) and The Education of a Nation
(2 audiocasgettes, §9.95) Aud: 1 |, 1
(B. Reagart)

Empower Mind lor Teens &
(1998) T videowd sseties, 27-50 miin. ucir. $89.95
(irwhten 5 madiogmtctfis and o doaok),
Empsroerblind, FIR, Calor cover

Meople wiho fret about the supposad fail-
utes of American education should see how
frightening are some of the proposed alter-
matives. Il Kinberly Kassner, the host of the
drcadiul Ermpevwer Mind for Teers, has teach-
Ing eredentials, they are not mentioned hete
or in the publicty materials. Instead of a
professional approach based on classic study

skills, she fizzes over with attemipts 10 be en-
tertaining, shrieking at her audience of
teens, in the first video of the two-pan Power
Towdi for Scheod, 10 get them to join in several
choruses of “When 1 ACT enthusiastic, |
FEEL enthwsiastic!™ After spouling an lem-
ily about “association {being] the basis of all
learning, ™ which sive has the shudents repeat
[even though they don't appear o under-
stard what shee means), she barks: “Got Q7
Sav yes!” This is a rather ronic ender, singe
she disses teachers who belicve stdents
when they say they understand. After a cur-
sory look at sell-ssteemn and how students
lyave been tranmatized by teachers, Kassner
Ulvers baegins a belabsored lesson on how Lo e
member people’s names. If the Fower Tools
for Schood fapes fook and feels [ike a sales
traning seminar, the thind video in the set,
Hesw o Do Tiwice the Homowork in Sl the
Time, saeems like a subversion of education
itsell. “Reading takes the mest lime and (s
the most greeling™ part of school,® Kimberly
Kassner stales, and then presenis Teer own
ferur-step plan (or skimming through a text-
book. 11 you want to Hoew off siudying. she
revommentds just reading caplions, graphs
andd suanmarkes and ool 'nd.k[l]'ls ﬂllt“_\. \'IILL-
able teenage time on all the text staff (the
fowrth and optional step in her plan). She
premises good grades will follow because
the wformation “will be i your sulgon-
seious.” She tells the inspiring story of a gul
whio with a book repon due, ead “the book
cover? On eacly side? And [itte bit of the
story? And then she put together a paper
and still got a B+ on it If you want to hear,
like, 2 middle-aged Valley Gicl give all her
tips o how to cheat your way thiough
school without realiy learning, this i the
ticket. Parents who are desperate Lo get Uheir
kids to irnprove their grades may shell cut
for this tape (advertised via television
informerciall, but sehools and public libear-
ies absolutely should not waste the meney.
Aud: |, B, PR, Beagan)

How to Help Your Child Succeed in
School + % 4
(197 56 prin Foa. Edwgerlionue] Besowrce
Specialists. PPR, Color cover. JSBN: 0-9654 1 46-0-4.
While this video is geared for parents of
chibdren with Attention Deflcit [Hsorder/at-
tention  Deficit  Hyperactivity  Disosder
(AL AL, it's full of helphul Juggestions
for any parent trving 1o get a child 1o do
homework. YWhile many suggestions seem
oivious (have a quiet place for the child o
study; be available to help but don’t do the
work for her; ask o see the homework as-
signments each and every day), there am
many parents who don't think 1o ask or who
don't know that they are supposed 1o give
this kind of guidance, There are many video-
tapes on the subject already available, but
this oo woukd alse be a worthy addition to
a public library collection, as it is hosted by

Sandra Hief, 3 natisnally-known educator on
ADHIN. A mice bonus is the wse of multi-eth-
nic families who illustrate Ricls points, Rec-
ommended for puldic libranies and agencies
which offer parenting classes, Aod: H, C P
(8. Reagerr)

Raising Self-Esteem For African-
American Students & 4172
(T8 21 enin. $59.95 (teachers guide mohudeed).
TMW Medvr Growp, PP

Frewing abou youe cuboral hedtage and
history, especally in a personal context, can
help young peeple answer the gqueshion
“who am 177 and thus caise thear sell-image
The parpose of this videa is ta provide such
an intreduction e African-Amcrican stu-
dents of their unique heritage. Topics oov-
ered include: a boel history of avilieation in
the Mile Dela, sooetal contilbubens, snd
practical suggestions on laking pride inone's
rots, Although the program irlends Lo be
buasic, at times it 35 Yoo gemweral inois clims,
and ends ap only scratching the surface of
Alrican history. In addation, oo mention of
African-American  histary, especially con-
termpemary figures, s made, and many limes
the terms Afrbcan and Alcican-Amenlcan ane
wsed Interchangeably, which Is both Inacou-
rate and confusing, Too, while the nacration
is good, and the lost articalate, repeated use
of the same shots and odd angles sometioes
detract, Creerall, & ess than oplinuim paar-
chase, Qplional, Aud: |, [, 11 (E. Gruschen)

Successful Classrooms: Effective
Teaching Strategies for Rnisin‘z'
Achievement in Reading and Writing
o e |2
(R A9 el 304 Eclucartfewnal Resmire
Specialists. PPN, Celor cover, TSN D-65 41 6-1.2.
The good news s that math scores are go-
ing up; unfortunately, reading scores are
stalile o dropging in many places. One sway
o combat his shippage s o follow the
miethodds used 1o the Maranca Elenteantary
School (EL Cajon, CAL whicl made seading
and wnting top academic priarities. OF 115
B00+ studem body, the school has 350 stu-
dents speaking fourteen languages other
than English, but noew all stusbents [oous on
English language arts for an imprissve pe-
ricsd of classroom time. By spending an un-
precedented two and 3 hall hours a day on
language arts, the school has gone from the
wonit-petfoiming school in the distact o
being named a Title [ Achicving Scheol. U
ing a combination of phonics and whaels
fanguage approaches, students spend moae
time leaming 1o read, spell, write their i
shofies, and read for preasure eaciy and cvery
day. DHsappowmntingly, however, while the
importance of having  classrooms  well-
stocked with books is mentioned, the role of
the schood libary within this Linguage arts-
intensive program is ot Still, this s good
food for thought, and schools and school



