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Sponsorad by RossarchlAmenica and CURE, Grand
Hank, aka. Tyraing Ragsdale, rapooed about science &l
Sacred Heart University for maarly 700 Bridgeport
middie school studants. Press covicage wis excolon.

When Grand Hank Raps
About Science, Kids Listen
and Learn

S equins are not normal additions to a white
lab coat, but when Tyraine Ragsdale
leaves his research laboratory and puts on his
dazzling coat, he is transformed into Grand
Hank -- a rapping, dancing performer who
gels students excited aboul science.

“The force that drives students away from
science is that they don’t think scienlists are
normal people,” explained Ragsdale, who isa
researcher at R.W. Johnson Pharmaccutical
Research Institute in Spring House, Penn., a
division of Johnson & Johnson. “But when
they see me, they say ‘Hey, this guy is cool.
Maybe I can give science a try." ™

{continued on pg. 2)

Emily Chakwin, a Sth grade student in Norwalk, joined Grand Hank o
Sage 1o perform a rap she had wiilten about the quality of CURES m
i school publcation, BloRAP.

Grand Hank (continued)

Ragsdale began rapping about five years ago after grad-
vating from the University of Piltsburgh with a degree in
chemistry. Looking for a way to get kids to appreciate
science, he hit on the idea of using rap. “Rap music is
what all students love, and [ thought, why not use this as
a tool to promote education?”

At Sacred Heart University, the studenis definitely got
the message, clapping and swaying along with Grand
Hank. One student wrote to Tyraine after the perfor-
mance, “At first | was thinking of not going to college but
when I heard your message [ changed my mind. From
your message | know that college can give me a lot of
things. | also leamned that scientists are just like regular
people. Ilearned that anybody can be a scientist. It takes
an education o get o college.”




